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BACKGROUND
HELCOM BALEX DELTA
In the case of a major oil or chemical 

spill in the Baltic Sea, international 

assistance from some or all Baltic 

coastal countries may be needed.  

The work for co-ordinated pollution 

preparedness and response takes 

place within the regular regional cooperation of HELCOM, 

based on the 1974/1992 Helsinki Convention. A dedicated in-

tergovernmental group was established in 1977 for this pur-

pose, today called the HELCOM Response Working Group.

The agreed-upon preparedness and response procedures 

are documented in the HELCOM Response Manual.

The HELCOM BALEX DELTA exercise has been conducted 

annually for nearly 30 years. The exercise is organized as a 

practical exercise of the response capability and alarm pro-

cedures of the Baltic Sea countries. The exercises are hosted 

by the Baltic Sea coastal countries according to a rotation 

schedule agreed upon at the HELCOM Response Working 

Group.

In addition to the host, other countries regularly partici-

pate with their own response ships. Typically, 6–8 countries 

take part in the exercise, bringing the total number of ves-

sels to 10–20. This makes the Baltic exercise one of the major 

multilateral spill exercises worldwide.

BALEX DELTA 2018 EU project
The BALEX DELTA 2018 EU project is a time-limited EU 

project supporting the organization of the 2018 edition of 

the HELCOM BALEX DELTA exercise. Thanks to the contribu-

tion from the EU, this exercise can take a broader scope and 

include chemical and shore response in addition to oil spill 

response at sea.  

The project will run from 1 May 2017 to 30 April 2019, 

with a total budget of EUR 950 000, of which 85 percent 

is co-financed by the European Commission via DG ECHO’s 

Civil Protection Mechanism Exercise Programme.
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SCENARIO AND SCOPE
In windy conditions, a cargo ship carrying containers with 

hazardous chemicals hits ground off the coast of Skåne 

and Blekinge. The collision causes some chemical contain-

ers to be lost into the sea, and creates a breach in the hull. 

Some of the containers are badly damaged and sink, leak-

ing chemicals. The breached hull starts leaking oil, so that 

before long, a large amount has been released into the 

surrounding waters. Due to harsh weather, the oil and some 

of the containers start drifting towards the shore.

Within 24 hours of the accident, some containers have 

reached the shore, together with the oil. On the rocky shore 

area, some containers are damaged and may leak hazardous 

or noxious substances.

A large part of the shoreline is classified as environmen-

tally important (Natura2000 areas, sea bird sanctuaries), and 

is composed of rocky areas and small cliffs. Other socio-eco-

nomic values are also threatened, such as a large paper mill.

The exercise will thus cover several different elements, 

such as combating/handling both chemical and oil at sea as 

well as onshore response. An alarm exercise, including pre-

exercise, will also be conducted within the project.

Phase 5: Evaluation and learningPhase 1: Launch

Final Planning Conf.
17–18 Apr 2018
Karlskrona

Main Planning Conf.
23–24 Jan 2018
Malmö

Initial Planning Conf.
8–9 Nov 2017
Stockholm

Alarm Exercise
early Aug
2018

Final Presentation
HELCOM RESPONSE
2019

1969 M/T Palva (200 tn)
1969 S/S Eira (50 tn)
1969 M/T Raphael (250 tn)
1970 M/T Esso Nordica 
(600 tn)
1970 M/T Pensa (500 tn)
1972 M/T Pronto (60 tn)

1969 1975 1980 1985
1975 M/S Altair (80 tn)
1979 M/T Antonio Gramsci 
(5500 tn)
1979 M/S Lloud Bage 
(100 tn)

1980 Furenas (200 tn)
1980 Eva Oden (250 tn)
1981 José Marti (1000 tn)
1981 Sefir (375 tn)
1981 Globe Asimi 
(16 730 tn)
1984 M/S Eira (300 tn)

1984 Ibn Roch (450 tn)

1990
1990 Volgoneft (900 tn)
1992 Operation Gertrud 
(178 tn)
1993 Jan Heweliusz 
(105 tn)

1995 Hual Trooper (180 tn)
1996 M/S Maersk Euro 
Quinto (170 tn)
1997 Hälsingland (70 tn)
1998 Nunki (89 tn)
1998 M/T Weston (tn?)

1995 2000 2005–2017
2000 M/T Alambra (250 tn)
2001 Baltic Carrier (2700 tn)
2003 Fu Shan Hai (1200 tn)

2008 Proevestenen (200 tn)
2011 collision between 
Golden Trader and Vidar 
(150 tn)

TIMELINE: MAJOR OILSPILLS IN THE BALTIC SEA IN 1969–2017, spills over 50 tonnes

After Action Review
13 Nov 2018
Germany

Partner Meeting
10 May 2017
Malmö

Pre-exercise
Mar/Apr 
2018

Phase 2: Planning Phase 3: Pre-exercises Phase 4: Exercise

EXPECTED RESULTS
The following are some of the expected results of 

the exercise:

•    Improved knowledge regarding response capacity for 

maritime incidents with hazardous and noxious 

substances (HNS) on all levels.

•    Contribute to the development of  guidelines on how 

to react to an international HNS incident.

•    An information exchange analysis, with a focus on 

the host nation request for support.

•    A general evaluation report with conclusions and 

lessons learned.

•    The marine pollution services and other involved actors 

have knowledge of their roles and responsibilities when 

handling a pollution accident.

OBSERVERS PROGRAMME
In addition to the Baltic Sea community that regularly takes 

part, observers from an additional 40 countries will be 

invited to witness the exercise, in order to ensure that the 

Baltic best practices can be spread throughout the EU. The 

extensive observers programme will add value by providing 

a mutual learning experience, with observers learning from 

the exercise as well as the Baltic Sea response community 

learning from the observers. 

End of the 
Project
30 Apr 2019

1985 M/S Sotka (370 tn)
1986 Jan (320 tn)
1986 Thuntank5 (150-200tn)
1987 M/S Antonio Gramsci 
(650 tn)
1987 M/S Tolmiros (250 tn)
1987 Okba Bnou Nafia (120)
1987 Thuntank (205 tn)

1981
Globe Asimi 

16 730 tn

1979 
M/T Antonio Gramsci 

5500 tn

2001 
Baltic Carrier 

2700 tn

Exercise
27–30 Aug 2018
Karlskrona


